oral route is used exclusively and gas- 
trointestinal irritation may occur. 


Merethoxylline Procaine 

Marketed in 1953 as _ Dicurin 
(Lilly), this preparation contains pro- 
caine which minimizes pain upon in- 
jection. Its uses and limitations are 
the same as for the other mercurial 
diuretics. 

Because the interaction of two or 
more drugs given concurrently or the 
possible effect that a drug may ex- 
hibit on certain laboratory tests is 
assuming increasing importance, drugs 
are being scrutinized for such effects 
more intensely than ever before. Un- 
der this scrutiny and during their ex- 
tensive use since their discovery 50 
years ago, the organic mercurials have 
shown themselves to be a group un- 
usually innocent of such offenses. 
They exhibit few interactions with 
other drugs that warrant a great 
amount of caution and none of these 
can be considered an absolute con- 
traindication. The same cannot be 
said of the group when they are in- 
volved in laboratory tests being made 
on a patient to whom they have been 
previously administered. 

Diuretic action is enhanced slightly 
by agents which stimulate renal blood 
flow in turn increases glomerular fil- 
tration. Xanthines such as aminophyl- 
line increase the filtration rate and 
slightly potentiate the diuretic action. 
This action is unrelated to the fact 
that most of the mercurial injections 
are in combination with theophylline. 
Here the xanthine is intended to in- 
crease the absorption rate from the 
injection site. 


Also, as already noted, any agent 
causing systemic acidosis or increas- 
ing the serum chloride level usually 
enhances the mercurials’ diuretic ac- 
tion. Because acidifying salts are 
rarely used for purposes other than 
to elicit this very effect, and because 
potentiation rarely is damaging to 
the therapeutic regimen, this inter- 
action seldom creates a problem. 

Hypokalemia is rarely induced with 
judicious use of these agents but it 
should be considered whenever digi- 
talis therapy is indicated in the same 
patient. 

Mercurials do _ influence 
laboratory tests mainly by their ten- 
dency to alter serum electrolyte levels. 


(Table 1) 


certain 
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